AMENDMENTS TO THE ABSTRACT 

Please amend the Abstract section of the specification as shown below in 
amendment form. 

A data transm i ss i on syst e m i s provid e d compr i sing a disk contro lle r and a 
r e ad chann el . Th e d i sk contro ll er compr i s e s a contro lle r for controll i ng said f i rst 
hardwar e compon e nt, a f i rst c l ock for r e c ei v i ng a c l ock signa l , a first transc e iv e r 
for transmitt i ng or rece i ving data, a f i rst sync mark receiv e r to r e c e iv e a sync 
mark s i gna l , and a f i rst data gat e circuit for transm i tt i ng a data gat e s i gnal. Th e 
r e ad chann el compris e s a s e cond c l ock for transmitt i ng th e c l ock s i gna l , a 
s e cond transc e iv e r for transmitt i ng or r e ce i v i ng th e data, a s e cond sync mark 
transm i tt e r transm i tt i ng th e sync mark s i gna l , and a s e cond dat a gat e c i rcu i t for 
r e c e iv i ng th e data gat e sign al . Dur i ng a r e ad op e ration aft e r th e data gat e s i gnal 
i s transmitted, th e contro lle r counts th e clock signal wh e n tho sync mark i s 
r e c e iv e d and wh e n th e count i s e qua l th e amount of data to b e r e ad, a t i m e 
p e r i od i s dropp e d from th e c l ock sign al . 

A system includes a read/write channel and a hard disk controller. The 
hard disk controller includes a latency-independent interface that communicates 
with the read/write channel. A serial control data circuit transmits a serial control 
data signal including serial control data, wherein the serial control data signal has 
a variable number m of words, wherein each of said m words comprises n bits, 
and wherein at least one of said n bits of each of said m words includes 
information indicating whether a subsequent word of said serial control data 
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signal will follow. A data circuit that transmits or receives data under the control 
of the serial control data signal. 
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